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2 THORVALD NIN 


Nationality Act relating to residence in the United States contem- 
plated in the omnibus immigration and naturalization bills now 
pending in the Congress. 

A letter dated June 15, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Acting Assistant Secretary of State 
in connection with the case reads as follows: . 


JuNE 15, 1951, 
Hon. Part McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate. 

My Dear Senator McCarran: Reference is made to your letter of June 1, 
1951, transmitting, for the comment of the Department of State, a copy of S. 1513, 
for the relief of Thorvald Nin. 

It appears from the passport file of Thorvald Nin that he was born at Habana, 
Cuba, on March 12, 1905. In an application for renewal of his passport which 
Mr. Nin executed on May 23, 1946, he gave the places and periods of his resi- 
dence outside the United States since birth as Cuba for a few months in 1905, 
Europe from 1905 to 1914, Europe from 1924 to 1925, Cuba from 1925 to 1929, 
Colombia from 1930 to 1933, and Colombia from 1988 to 1948. Mr. Nin was 
naturalized on March 6, 1944, and, on April 19, 1944, a passport was issued to 
him to enable him to travel to Mexico as a representative of the United States 
Plywood Corp., of New York City. He terminated his employment with this 
company on June 15, 1944, and became part owner and executive manager of 
Chapas Y. Triplay, 8. A., Mexico, D. F., a Mexican corporation, and thereafter 
remained in Mexico to work for this Mexican firm. On June 21, 1950, the Depart- 
ment informed the American Embassy at Mexico City that, since the evidence 
submitted to the Department did not show that Mr. Nin had been residing in 
Mexico for reasons which would bring him within the provisions of section 406 
of the Nationality Act of 1940, a certificate attesting his loss of nationality under 
section 404 (c) of the act as of June 15, 1949, should be submitted if he had re- 
mained in Mexico beyond that date. 

If Mr. Nin has returned to the United States and intends to reside in this 
country permanently, the Department perceives no objection to the enactment 
of 8.1513 intolaw. If, however, Mr. Nin is still residing in Mexico, the Depart- 
ment desires to point out that, inasmuch as he took up residence in Mexico in the 
month following his naturalization as an American citizen, action to cancel his 
naturalization pursuant to section 338 (c) of the Nationality Act would seem to 
be inorder. Seetion 338 (c) reads as follows 

“Tf a person who shall have been naturalized shall, within 5 years after such 
naturalization, return to the country of such person’s nativity, or go to any other 
foreign country, and take permanent residence therein, it shall be considered prima 
facie evidence of a lack of intention on the part of such person to become a per- 
manent citizen of the United States at the time of filing such person’s petition for 
naturalization, and, in the absence of countervailing evidence, it shall be sufficient 
in the proper proceeding to authorize the revocation and setting aside of the order 
admitting such person to citizenship and the cancellation of the certificate of 
naturalization as having been obtained through fraud. The diplomatic and 
consular officers of the United States in foreign countries shall from time to time, 
through the Department of State, furnish the Department of Justice with the 
names of those persons within their respective jurisdictions who have been so 
naturalized and who have taken permanent residence in the country of their 
nativity, or in any other foreign country, and such statements, duly certified, shall 
be admissible in evidence in all courts in proceedings to revoke and set aside the 
order admitting to citizenship and to cancel the certificate of naturalization.” 

If Mr. Nin is still residing in Mexico, the Department is of the opinion that he 
is not entitled to receive the benefit of legislation such as 8. 1513. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ben H. Brown, Jr., 
icting Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations 
(For the Secretary of State). 


In addition, a letter with attached memorandum, dated March 
21, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
from the Deputy Attorney General in connection with the case reads 
as follows: 

















THORVALD NIN o 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATroRNEY GENERAL, 
Wa hinaton Viarch el. 1952. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (8. 1513) for the relief of Thorvald Nin, 
an alien. The bill would provide that Thorvald Nin shall be considered to have 
retained his United States citizenship regardless of any period of residence outside 
of the United States prior to the date of its enactment. 

A memorandum prepared by the Immigrationfand Naturalization Service of 
this Department setting forth the facts in the case is attached. 

As it appears that Mr. Nin took up residence in Mexico in the month following 


his naturalization as a United States citizen and that he has been residing in that 


country since that time, he is deemed to have lost his United States citizenship 
under section 404 (c) of the Nationality Act of 1940 which provides that a person 
who has become a national by naturalization shall lose his nationality by residing 
continuously for 5 years in a foreign state. 

The record fails, however, to reflect considerations sufficient to justify granting 
Mr. Nin an exemption from the provisions of section 404 (c) and a preference 
over other naturalized citizens of the United States who, because of residence it 
a foreign country, have lost or will lose their United States citizenship. It may 
be noted that Mr. Nin would probably have no difficulty in returning to the 
United States as an alien for permanent residence since he would have a nonquota 


status by reason of his birth in Cuba Furthermore, he might also qualify for 
the issuance of a nonquota visa as the husband of a native-born United States 
citizen by a marriage which occurred prior to January 1, 1948 
Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the measure 
Sincerely, 


’ 


4. Devirr VANECH, 
Dex ty Atto Gene li, 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE FILES R# THORVALD NIN, BENEFICIARY OF S. 1513 


Mr. Nin was born in Havana, Cuba, on March 12, 1905. He first arrived in 
the United States in 1914 and resided in New York City until 1924 He then 
went to France where he resided approximately 4 months with his father who was 


then in Paris. He left Paris for Cuba in February 1925, and from 1925 unti 
1929 worked for the Chase National Rank and for the Rank of Nova Scotia in 
Cuba. In 1929 he returned to New York City and worked for the National 
City Bank in that city He was employed by the National City Bank of New 


York in Bogota, Colombia, from November 1930. until Oetober 1933. and ir 
San Juan, P. R., from January 1934 until the latter part of 1937 when he severed 
his connections with the National City Bank and left for Cuba. He remained in 
Cuba until August 19388, when he accepted employment with the Texas Co. and 
was sent to Bogota, Colombia. He staved in Colombia until 1943. Returning 
to New York in August 1943, he became ill and was hospitalized for a considerabl 
time. 

Mr. Nin was naturalized as a United States citizen on March 6, 1944, in New 
York. On April 19, 1944, a United States passport was issued to him to enable 
him to travel to Mexico where he was employed by the United States Plywood 
Corp. until June 1944. On July 15, 1944, he was engaged by the Chapan Y 
Triplay, S. A., a Mexican corporation, as manager, and has been associated wit} 
that firm ever since. Since he has been residing in Mexico since April 1944, he 


is deened to have lost his United States citizenship under section 404 (c) of the 
Nationvality Act o° 1940. 

Mr. Nin married a naturalized citizen of the United States in Julv 1931, and 
there are two children of this marriage, a daughter born in Colombia in Julv 
1932, and a son born in Boston, Mass., in November 1933. According to his 
attorney, Mr. Nin was granted a divorce from his first wife on February 22, 1946 
and on February 23, 1946, married a native-born citizen of the United States who 
was then employed by the American Embassy in Mexico City. There is one 
child of this second marriage, a daughter, born in New Rochetle, N. Y., on March 
19, 1949. His attorney advised that Mr. Nin made 10 visits to the United States 
from August 17, 1945, until October 26, 1950. His attornev further advised that 
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Mi Nin last filed an inecome-tax return in February 1945. but has not been 
requir to file a return since that time as his salary is received from a foreign 


Senator Edwin C. Johnson, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following memorandum in support of the bill: 


\lemoraANDUM CoNcCERNING THoRVALD NIN 


Vhorvaid Nin was born in Havana, Cuba, on Mareh 12, 1905. His father an 
mother were born in Cuba: his 1 


1 
his mother being of Danish lineage He first arrived 
n the United States in the vear 1914, having been brought here by his parents 
He continued to remain in the United States and lived in New York City from 
1914 until 1924. He was edueated in Ameriean schools, and at one time attended 


Columbia University in New York. In the vear 1924. Mr. Nin went to Europe 


where he remained for about 4 months with his father, who was then residing in 
Paris He left Paris in February 1925 and went to Cuba During the vears 1925 
and 1929 he worked for the Chase National Bank and for the Bank of Nova Scotia 
in Havana, Cuba During 1928 he spent about 8 months in Franee. This trip 


abroad Was partiy for vacation and partly for his health, due to a liver ailment 

In the vear 1929 Mr. Nin returned to New York and went to work for the Na 
tional City Bank in that city. 

He filed declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States in the 
year 1930 

In November 1930 Mr. Nin was sent by the National City Bank to Bogota, 
Colombia He remained in Bogota working for the National Bank until October 
1933 

In July 1931 he was married to a naturalized American citizen; the issue of this 
marriage Was two children—a girl born in Bogota in July 1932 and a boy born in 
Boston in November 1933. The fact of birth of this bov in Boston was because 
Mr. Nin had gone to Boston to stay at the residence of his wife’s aunt toward the 
end of 1933, prior to his transfer by the National City Bank to San Juan, P. R. 

In January 1934 Mr. Nin was sent to San Juan, P. R., by the National City 
Bank, and he remained there until 1937, with the exception of a vacation trip to 
Europe in 1936 to see his father who still resided in Paris 

Mr. Nin severed his connections with the National City Bank in late 1937 and 
immediatelv thereafter left San Juan, P. R., and went to Cuba, where he remained 
until about August 1938. 

In August of 1988 Mr. Nin accepted employment with the Texas Co. and was 
sent to Bogot’i, Colombia, where he remained until August 1943 During these 
5 years he made trips to New York at least twice a vear on business. 

In August of 1943 Mr. Nin severed his connections with the Texas Co. and came 
to New York Citv, where he remained until March 1944 

In August of 1943 Mr. Nin had to come to New York on vacation from work. 
After his arrival in New York, he was taken ill with amoebic dysentery and ma- 
laria, and was in the hospital for some considerable time. His wife and children 
joined him in New York City. During the time that he was in the hospital in 
New York he Was offered a iob bv the | nited States Ply wood Corp. and the re- 
ipon he severed his connection with the Texas Co. 

During his stay in New York City he obtained his American citizenship. This 
was accomplished in March 1944 in the United States District Court for the South- 
ern District of New York. 

After Mr. Nin obtained his citizenship, he went to Mexico for the United States 
Plywood Corp. in the capacity of assistant to the manager. This relationship 
continued until June 1944, when he discontinued his services with the United 
States Plywood Corp. 

The United States Plywood Corp. had supervised the operation of a Mexican 


corporation, the name of which was Chapas Y. Triplay, 8. A. After June 1944 
the United States Plywood Corp. severed its connections with the Mexican cor- 
poration and terminated its contract by mutual agreement On Julv 15, 1944, 


Mr. Nin was employed by the Mexican corporation as manager and he has been 
associated with that corporation to date, performing now substantially the same 
function for this corporation that the United States Plywood Corp. would have 
performed had it continued its contract, except that the corporation is now oper- 
ating successfully and it was not operating successfully under the United States 
Plywood Corp.’s supervision. 

On February 22, 1946, Mr. Nin was granted a divorce from his first wife 
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lary 23, 1946, Mr. Nin married Kat e Ford, wl Vas & native I 

Itizen LAY vy Dee born in New Yor Cit ind w i it time wa 

f the American Kmbassy Mexico ( Shor if te nar 

i ‘vered her connection with the American Embass\ Ihe ssu yf this 
marriage was one child, born in Mexico, who died 1 d: ifter birt ind a gil 


vho was born in New Rochelle, N. Y., on Mareh 19, 1949 His wife’s mother 
resides in Larchmont, N. \ 

Shortly after the marriage Mrs. Nin had a severe ailment of the back and was 
operated on in Mexico City in June 1946. This operation was not a success, and 
bad results followed Mrs. Nin was thereupon brought to the New York Hospital 
in New York City in April of 1947. Within a couple of weeks she was able to leave 
the hospital, but was advised by Dr. Nelson Cornell and her family doctor, Dr 
Conway, that the rigorous climate in New York ‘aul 








disability in connection with her back They recommended that she continue 
to live il \lexi » Citv where the evenness of he pe! ire und € il ile 
would not have the same effects as she would have beet compe lied to experience 
if she continued to reside New York ( 

Krom July 1944 to the present time Mr. Nin has repeatedly returned to the 
United States He had 10 entries and 10 depart ilres [rol August 17, 1945, to 


(october 26. 1950 
Both of the children of Mr. Nin are being educated in the United States. His 


daughter, Gavle, graduated from Westover and now attending Stanford Uni- 
versity in California His son, Charles, is in |} fourth vear at Choate School in 
Wallingford, Conn., and expects to graduate this vear This son plans to go to 
Stanford University if his application be accepted 


since the surgical operation on the wire ot Nit Nil t has been necessary for 
Mr. Nin to have an almost identical operation as that which was performed on 
his wife. He entered New York Hospital on March 21, 1950, and was operated 
on by Dr. Cornell Dr. Cornell has recommended that he continue to live in 
Mexico City, and has stated that it is extremely fortunate that he and his wife 
were able to be located in Mexico City. 

During Mr. Nin’s stay in Colombia, he cooperated with the American military 





intelligence officer in Bogota and with t (merican vice consul at Cartagena 
He made many reports to both of these officers He was not permitted to kee p 
copies of his reports, but thev had relat shit { Italia ind Get ws living 
around the countryside where Mr. Nin was worl _ and other information which 
would be of interest to the war effort. After he arrived j Mexico Citv he did not 


submit reports to the consul i \lexico solely because of the fact that the war 





was almost over when he went there, and ( va somewhat of a stranger in 
Mexico City 

It should be perhaps emphasized here that today there is almost a complete 
reversal of the patter of 7j the effectiveness o A rhi¢ 1 1 col erce 
in foreign countries Prior ie recent past, a America is deemed be 
promoting American commerce if he sold American product a foreign country 
In the recent past, however, under the point 4 prograr f Pre lent Truman, 
bv improvement of the busines _ commercial, and labor conditions i thea { eig? 
country which tend to raise the standard of living and the purchasing power of 
the foreign country, as much or more is done for Amer busine than the s g 


of articles produced in the United States 
The State Departme! t has held that Mr 
failure to maintain residénce in the United Stat 


The committee, after consideration of all the facets in the case, is 


of the opinion that the bill (S. 1513) should be enacted. 


ff 
/ 





